208           PERSONAL LIFE OF GEORGE GROTE. CHAP. XXIV.

Politically, its consequences are incalculable: frightful and mis-
chievous to the last degree. Personally, to you, I think there is
nothing whatever to alarm or disturb you; though I shall not
wonder if it abridges your stay at Paris, for I should think the
place will hardly continue pleasant for a stranger. However,
judge about that according to your own feelings.

This is indeed a revolution a la Napoleon. I abstain from any
of the thousand matters which it suggests to my mind, except one
single reflection; and that is, in, reference to Changarnier and the
majority of the Chamber. They have been helping, and even out-
running, the President, for the last two years, in crushing every-
thing like public liberty and the popular force. They have done
this without seeing that the popular force formed the only security
to themselves as against him, and that, as soon as they ceased to
have a spirited and free-spoken political public under them, they
were at the mercy of the executive power, even for their own per-
sonal safety! This is a terrible lesson, which they are now
taught when it is too late : Tocqueville and all the rest of them, in
their intense fear and hatred of the Eepublican party, have been
just acting in such a way as to prepare France for that military
despotism which now menaces the country. However, you doubt-
less have enough of all this where you are. *, * * * Nothing
new to tell you. I expect to see a letter in 'Spectator' next
Saturday. I only trust that your health and tranquillity will
remain undisturbed!

Your most affectionate, &c.

GL GList under an aristocratic and Conservative party,
